
 

 

Waikato Guild of 
Woodworkers 

 

 

 

 

 

Members’ Newsletter 

October 2025 

 
8 Storey Avenue, Te Rapa, Hamilton 

  



 

 

Committee Contacts 
Fred Irvine, MNZM   Patron   07 849 9055  fiatenzed@gmail.com  
Kevin Macdonald   Chairperson  021 027 04031 kevin.macdonald@xtra.co.nz 
Rodney Haynes   Deputy Chairperson 027 218 4950  rodhaynes27@gmail.com  
Ross Kennedy   Treasurer  021 414 840  srosskennedy@gmail.com 
Tünde Balvanyos   Secretary  027 204 9583  t.balvanyos@gmail.com  
Andrew Sheerin   Committee Member  021 190 3898  andyndeb04@gmail.com 
Grant Taylor   Committee Member 027 492 9700  gctaylor@glenmarie.nz 
Connie van der Walt   Committee Member  021 524 006  connievdwalt@gmail.com 
Niels Yuan   Committee Member 027 375 9330  nielsyuan@hotmail.com  

 

Workshop Sessions 
Monday Morning   Dave Croucher 07 846 4554 
Monday Evening   Kevin Macdonald 021 027 04031 Rotating group leaders 
Wednesday Morning   Bob Hoyle  027 484 039 
Wednesday Evening   Rodney Haynes 027 218 4950 
Thursday Morning   Richard Matthews 07 856 9285 
Thursday Afternoon   Clive Dyson  07 829 7256 
Thursday Afternoon   Hugh Oliver  07 847 9541  Wood carving session 
Friday Morning   Keith Buick  021 072 0269 
 

Club Principles 

Our Club is built around the members and our shared interest in all things wood. The club has a small but 
passionate team of volunteer committee members and workshop leaders, however the continued success 
of the Club relies on the expertise, time, and effort put in by all our members. We encourage all members 
to volunteer to help with the operations of the club, such as hall setup for events or contributing to 
promotional materials. It does not need to be a major commitment, but it all helps spread the load. 



 

 

Congratulations to Our Members! 
Congratulations to John Bassett, Kevin Macdonald, and Connie van der Walt who featured in this year’s 
NAW Art of Wood awards; special mention to Connie for his 2nd Place and Highly Commended prizes. Check 
out all entries online https://theartofwood-2025.naw.org.nz/ and start planning your entries for next year!  

Congratulations to Dave Jones for his 2nd Place in the Artistic Awards at the recent Taupo Jamboree event. 
The piece was an inside-out turned wine bottle, with the glass inside the bottle! 

Congratulations to Roger Dean for featuring on the front page of last week’s Cambridge News with his scale 
replica of Cambridge’s iconic St Andrew’s Church and his crafts at the Autumn Festival. Read the article online 
here https://www.cambridgenews.nz/2025/10/room-for-a-little-one. 

 

Club Night 
Our next Club Night is happening at 7pm on Tuesday 21st of October. Back by popular demand, Connie van 
der Walt will be providing a demonstration this month, including some of his tricks to making great pepper 
grinders – perfect for you to try yourself in the current Carbatec competition (see below section).  

We will also be providing some quick updates on the New Building, as well as some further information on 
our upcoming AGM in November and the WGW-HWC Amalgamation process and related resolutions. 

Hall setup and tea prep duties for this month is the Thursday Morning workshop group. 

This month’s challenge and display prompt is anything with a non-circular feature or attachment – think 
carved embellishments, triangular bowls, sculptural vases. Check out this year’s Art of Wood entries for 
inspiration. 

 

New Building Updates 
We are pleased to announce the receipt of a $150,000 grant from the Glenice and John Gallagher 
Foundation for our project! We are extremely grateful for their generosity and ongoing support for the Club 
and the Waikato arts community. 

We have also started making some significant progress with the New Building Project. The windows are no 
longer boarded up, all the leftover ATC items and rubbish has been donated or removed, the internal prep 
work is coming along nicely, and the signage and fencing about to be put up. Thank you to the Justice PD 
workers and all our members who have lent a hand to the project so far!  

A more detailed report is attached with this newsletter. 

We are inviting members to view the progress we have made so far on: 

 Sunday 12th October from 16:00 to 17:00 
 Tuesday 14th October from 17:30 to 18:30 

There will a short presentation followed by Q&A and walkthrough of the building. For those who have not 
visited yet, the building is on the corner of Cambridge Road and Wairere Drive, with access to the carpark 
from Cambridge Road. 



 

 

As always, please get in touch with us if you can help us share the workload in tasks such as: 

 Coordinating catering for working bees and our community volunteers. 
 Helping to manage external communications and publicity. 
 Approaching potential sponsors and supporters. 
 Transporting material and supplies – if you have a trailer, truck, or van, or just some big strong 

muscles please let us know, we will be needing help moving items throughout the project. 
 Keith Buick (keith.buick@snap.net.nz) is coordinating gifts and appreciation packages for our 

community volunteers, donors, and supporters. We are now seeking members contributions 
towards this; please get in touch with Keith if you have any ideas, questions, or woodcraft pieces 
you would like to contribute. 

We are also currently after the items such as construction timber, fixings, tools, kitchens that might be 
useful for our project. If you have anything lying around your workshop that you haven’t touched in a while, 
please consider donating to the club. 

Barry Chatterton is our photographer for the project and will be documenting the progress for the club and 
community. We will be posting regular photos to our website and Facebook page throughout our 
redevelopment. 

   
Above: Historic graffiti from the 1940s uncovered during our recent works on the New Building. 

 

Amalgamation with HWC 
As members will be aware, we have been working with the Hamilton Woodturners Club on an amalgamation 
as we look towards moving into our new premises. As a part of this process, we will be holding a members’ 
vote on the Amalgamation Proposal at our AGM in November. More information on this will be sent to 
members in the next few weeks and will be covered at our next Club Night. 

Related to this, due to the small number of responses to our recent New Name Ballot, we have decided not 
to proceed with changing our club’s name at this point. This may be revisited by new committees in the 
future. 

 



 

 

Korikori Market Day 
The Market Day at Korikori Park is happening on 22nd of November. We are looking for members to 
spearhead this event – if you are interested, please contact Kevin, or speak with a committee member at 
our next club meeting. 

 

Carbatec Online Competition 
Carbatec is currently running an online competition for CrushGrind pepper grinders. Entries are due 16 
November. For details, visit: https://www.carbatec.co.nz/blog/70-2025-carbatec-crushgrind-competition.  
 

Trade Table  
WGW Merchandise - Caps $25. Jim Kyle (jsbtkyle@hotmail.com) is selling WGW branded caps. Please 

contact Jim directly if interested. 
Fresh Timber  Grant Taylor (gctaylor@glenmarie.nz) has a supply of fresh timber including 

Cherry, Magnolia, London Plane, Claret Ash, English Oak, Tulip Tree and Liquid 
Amber all cut down to size, ready to be used for turning, woodworking, or 
firewood. Please contact Grant directly if interested. 

If members have items they would like to advertise for sale in our future newsletters, please contact Niels. 
Our Club Night Trade Table will also be available throughout the year; please feel free to bring in your items 
(or photos for bulky items). 

 

Other Notices 
Facebook Group 

The Club has a new Facebook Group where you can find our monthly newsletters, notices, photos 
and much more. Please follow this link: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/15yuajiDJn/ to join.  

Home Workshop Sessions 
To help with the demand for lathe and workshop sessions at the club, if you are willing and able 
to accommodate members at your personal home workshop, please let us know. This does not 
need to be a long-term commitment on your end and can be as flexible as you would like it to 
be. 

Wig Stands 
As you will be aware, our wig stand project to support local cancer patients is ongoing. If you 
would like to help with this project, please contact Rodney Haynes or Grant Taylor; the club has 
a good supply of timber set aside for you to use. 



 

 

Calendar and Other Events 
October 12th  New Building Open Evening #1 – 16:00 
October 14th New Building Open Evening #2 – 17:30 
October 18th  NAW Art of Wood 2025 Exhibition at the Tauranga Woodcrafters Guild at 13:00 
October 21st  Club Night 
November 16th Carbatec Online Competition Entries Due 
November 18th  Club AGM  
November 22nd Korikori Park Market Day – Organisers needed! 

 

Gallery 
Showcasing some recent works and photos from our members. Please send in photos of your own projects 
to Niels so we can include them here in the next newsletter. As always, if there are any errors with the names 
or wood types, please let me know and I will note the corrections in next month’s issue.  

 

  
Above: Embellished Bowl. John Bassett (2025). Walnut (Juglans nigra)  

 

  
Above left and right: Container. John Bassett (2025). Kauri (Agathis australis). 

 



 

 

 
 

  
 

Above left: Lamp. John Bassett (2025). Walnut (Juglans nigra) with Kauri (Agathis australis) base. 
Above right: Live Edge Two-Piece. Rodney Haynes & Tunde Balvanyos (2025). Unknown timber. Bowl and 

plate/saucer turned separately, but fits together perfectly. 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Above left and right: Vase (Matai’s Castaway). Rodney Haynes (2025). Totara (Podocarpus totara). 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Thank You to Our Supporters 
 

  
 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 


